Attn. His Worship the Mayor, L.G. Taylor and all councillors

Email councillors@nedlands.wa.gov.au, address: City  of Nedlands PO Box 9 Nedlands 6909
cc. Mr Graham Foster, Chief Executive Officer, email council@nedlands.wa.gov.au 

Beach Volleyball Courts on the Swanbourne Dune…

At their last meeting on 13th March 2007, Council voted the levelling of the eastern edge of the dune against the forecourt retaining wall at Swanbourne beach to create three beach volleyball courts.

1. We understand that this motion was presented in spite of Administration’s recommendation to conduct proper planning, i.e. investigate need, viability, costs and approvals necessary. 

· No community consultation was undertaken;

· No environmental impact study was conducted; 

· No real budget was presented.

Who will pay for the installation of the lights according to Australian Standards?

Who will operate these facilities, pay for the lights, the maintenance costs? 

None of these issues have been properly addressed.

Decision to commit ratepayers’ funds was made without following due planning process. 

We do acknowledge the need for and encourage the development of recreational activities for young (and less young) people. We understand that a Coastal Management Plan is currently in the making. Why not consider this proposal within this framework? Why not propose a more suitable location for the volleyball courts within stage 2 or 3 of this Plan?

2. We understand that the environmental impacts of this project are significant. They include:

· The destruction of a dune rehabilitation project that has taken place over many years driven by the City of Nedlands with the support of the local community. 

· The destruction of the essential link between the Cottesloe Dune system and the coastal dune system along the Commonwealth land and City Beach as well as with the BushForever site linking the regional System 6 coastal vegetation with Allen Park bushland;
· The destruction of the habitat of the southernmost population of the white-winged wren, one of the only two wren species that survives in the Western suburbs.

· The destruction of the buffer zone which captures the sand from the beach and protects built areas from sand blasting.

The attendant costs of this project will include heavy maintenance of the courts as sand will be shifting from the beach to the courts and then to the adjoining car park.

We need to start acting in a responsible manner towards our environment.

In the light of these major shortcomings, we encourage Council to re-visit the motion and to initiate a proper planning process before this proposal is re-considered. 
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